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Of Freedom 


for a four-year contract. It is also 
a teacher getting $11,000 yearly 
after 20 years of service to the 
public. I don’t stand for every- 
thing that America stands for, but 
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1 
By John F. Haviik i 
“For the Lord your God is 
bringing you into a“ good land, @ 
land of brooks of water, of foun- 


tains and springs, flowing forth in 
valleys and hills; a land of wheat 


ge is bursting with pride for the 
od-Jand.” It also throbs* with 
@tiety for the future threatened 
greed, ambition and the gleri- 
n of self. Moses loved the 
m fiercely but with his eyes 
pen. America is good and 
— and evil, inspiration 


indifference, and the Chris« 
patriot must see them all. 


rica is Valley Forge and Kent 
Sate. America is churches and 


copper. When you have eaten and) 
“vere satisfied, you shall bless the~ 
Lord your God for the good land” 
which He has given you. Beware 


America is 2 lovely lake in Ver- 
mont, set among green hills like 
aquamarine jewel. America is 
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. America is everything that 
help a man fulfill his highest 
and it is everything that 
destroy a man. America is a 
y }ittle home on a quiet street 
is love. It is also an- 
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and 

forms of resistance by the 
government. 

After the testimonies which de- 
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Southern Baptist 

serving in 

to remain at posts in spite 
of the evacuation of Americans 
from the nation. 
Graham, 

sionaries 
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A New. Birth Of Fre 


(Continued from page 1) 
we must remember the forgotten 
foundations of freedom. Ig the 
context of this great patriotic 
speech by Moses he reminds the 
people of Israel that ‘‘man does 
not live by bread alone.”” Man 
lives by the Word of God. Man’s 
freedom is grounded in the fact 
that man is the creature (crea- 
tion) of God. The preamble to the 
Declaration of Indpendence recog- 
nized this fundamental fact. Our 
founding fathers said that man ‘‘is 
endowed by the Creator with cer- 
.tain unalienable rights, among 
them being life, liberty, and the 
. pursuit of happiness.” All men 
have these rights and the nation 
that would be free must dedicate 
itself to giving all of its citizens 
these rights. As long as one man 
is stil] slave to an economic sys- 
tem that denies the “American 
dream” to even one citizen, the 
Christian patriot does not sleep 
easily. As long as one man is de- 
personalized by a computerized 
society until he becomes as cold 
and unfeeling as his machines, 
the Christian patriot is uneasy. 
People are important. They are 
important to God. They are im- 
portent to us. They are important 
- because they are made in the im- 
age of God. Whatever hurts peo- 
ple hurts God. This is the foun- 
dation of Christian ethics and 
evangelism. It is the forgotten 
foundation of freedom. In spite of 
our success in technology, when 
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Adult Work Scheduled 


“Ministries with Senior Adults” 
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where they are going. This is the 
glorious liberty of the Christian 
man. When a man knows this, he 
will never hurt himself or others 
because he has learned not to 
hurt God. Jesus Christ showed us 
the way. He loved everyone. He 
hurt no one. In this year of our 
nation's Bicentennial we can ‘‘pro- 
claim freedom throughout the land 
to all its citizens.’’ The freedom 
that we can so easily forget and 
the freedom that we must remem- 
ber is the freedom of all those 
who know they are. made in the 
image of God, to love God and 
fellowman. Both Jew and Chris- 
tian can proclaim. with equal en- 
thusiasm and joy the liberating 
truth about who man is. “‘You 
shall know the truth and the truth 
shall make you free.” 


If this nation under God is to 
‘Shave a new birth of freedom, it 
must learn the lessons of our his- 
tory. Moses, in his farewell ad- 
dress to the nation, made it clear 
that it was “God who brought 
them out of slavery into free- 
dom.”’ It was God who gave’ them 
“this good land.” The first set- 
tlers in this land of America be- 
lieved that God had brought them 
“this good land.” The first set- 
tlers in this land of America be- 
lieved that God had brought them 


here to escape the tyranny of an-~ 


other_land. Evangelical revival- 
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from our past.-How could am jp- 
fant nation with no 

navy, no credit and very 
friends win a war of indepeng- 
ence from the world’s greatest tea 
power? How could a nation 

the greatest armies, the 

navies and the greatest wealth 
fall. flat on its face in Vietyam? 
We could learn from that that jf is 
“not by armies and not by navies, 
but by My Spirit, says the Lor’ 
If this nation under God i to 
“have a new birth of freedom,’ 
it must master the meanings of 
its prosperity. Moses warned.that 
‘nation under God" that it must 
always remember the source of 
its wealth and the meaning that 
wealth had for them. This nation, 
with only a very small percent- 
age of world population, has half 
of the world’s bathtubs, seven gut 
of ten miles of all railroads and 
the greatest number of all auto- 
mobiles. We produce far more 
food than even we with our record 
per capita food consumption can 
absorb. Our garbage cans and 
throw - aways are commentaries 
on our wastefulness. If in the 
midst of all this wealth we say 
“our capitalistic system did this,’’ 
we sin grievously. Paul said to a 
young pastor, “Charge those who 
are rich in the things of this world 
to be generous in their giv- 


riches of its mineral wealth. God 
has lavished upon our nation in 
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foundations of freedom. It is easy 
for our nation to see our enemy 
as those nations behind the Iron 
Curtain, The real enemies of all 
that can make America great are 
very real within the life of our 
country. Corruption that reaches 
from large corporations into 
every city hall, every county 
courthouse, every state house, and 
finally into Washington threatens 
the destruction of our moral and 
ethical standards. In justice that 
makes the law apply to the poor 
and sets free the rich with a slap 
on the hands threatens the very 
foundation of our democracy — 
equality under the law. Greed that 
plays upon the weakness of one’s 
neighbor through the sale of 
pornography, drugs and sex eats 
away at the vitals of the American 
home. Poverty in the midst of af- 
fluence will continue to destroy 
faith in America as the refuge of 
the poor and oppressed as long 
as it continues to exist. There 
probably is no nation or combina- 
tion of nations capable of defeat- 
ing this nation in war. But these 
enemies, if allowed to continue 
eating away at the vitals of our 
nation, will make us easy prey to 
the same things that have laid oth- 
er empires and nations in the dust 
of antiquity. 


It should be said that “‘judg- 
ment must begin at the house of 
God.” This nation under God can 
never experience renewal until the 
spiritual forces of this nation ex- 
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Looking over the proposed fall schedule of junior class academic 


work to be offered students at Clarke College this year-are Carey 


Vice-president for Student Affairs, 


Dr. Jerry Oswalt, left, and Aca- 


demic Dean Victor Vaughn of Clarke College. 


Carey To Offer Third 
YearOnClarke Campus 


Clarke College has announced 
that third year college work will 
be offered on the Newton campus 
beginning in the fall. By an ar- 
rangement with William Carey 
College, a fully accredited senior 
college and sister Baptist institu- 
tion, junior’ class .- academic 
courses will be taught. Regular 
faculty members from Carey Col- 
lege in Hattiesburg will commute 
to the Clarke campus in Newton, 
according to Clarke Dean Victor 
Vaughn. Additional. part - time 
qualified teachers in the area may 
also be used in the project. 


“Clarke College has discovered 
a great need in east-central Mis- 
sissippi for upper level work to 


Carey? | © 
Courses planned by William 
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Concentration in Voice, Piano, 
and Organ; History of Music; En- 
sembles. Proposed spring term 
courses include New Testament 
Studies, Pastoral Counseling, His- 
tory of World Religions, Princi- 
ples of Education, Music in Wor- 
ship, Counterpoint, Church Music 
Education, Church Music Admin- 
istration, Applied Music, History 
of Music and Ensembles. 

Persons interested in third year 
sudies, directed by William 
Carey College, on the Clarke Col- 
lege campus in Newton, should 
contact the office of adminssiors 
at William Carey College, Hatties- 
burg, Miss. 30401. Phone calls 
may be placed to telephone num- 
ber 582-5051. 
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Leads To Study 
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; Mississippi 
Liberty Bell 
Due Home 


(Continued trom page 1) 


bicentennial. Dr. John Lee Taylor 
of Grenada and Dr. W. O. Vaught 
of Little Rock rang the bell as the 
convention closed. 

Since then the bell has ‘been 
making its way back to Mississip- 
pi, making stops along the way. 

The bell had been inactive for 
several years until Dr. Taylor, 
pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of Grenada, Miss., and Dr. 
Vaught, pastor of Immanuel Bap- 
tist Church of Little Rock, Ark., 
conceived the idea of it’s being 
used to inaugurate the nation’s bi- 
centennial year for Southern Bap- 
tists by ringing at last year’s 
Southern Baptist Convention in 
Miami Beach, Fla. 

Both Dr. Taylor and Dr. Vaught 
‘were members of the SBC Foreign 
Mission Board and the Committee 
on Order of Business for last year. 

Mississippi Secretary of State 
Heber Ladner gave his consent as 
chairman of the Capitol Commis- 
sion, and the bell was completely 
refurbished and mounted on a 
truck donated by the Ford Motor 
Company. In ceremonies on the 
steps of the state capitol, it was 
launched on its year-long trek in 
May of 1975. It rang to open and 
to close the Southern Baptist Con- 
venticn in Miami Beach. 

Since then it has traveled from 
state to state for bicentennial ob- 
servances. Gene McRoberts, a re- 
tired salesman in Immanuel Bap- 
tist Church in Little Rock, has 
been the driver for the year. 

A Liberty Bell replica has been 
given to each of the state by the 
United States. Each one is said to 
be an exact duplication in size and 
in tone of the original Liberty 
Bell. A plaque explaining the gift 
is mounted permanently at the 
bell’s place on the capitol grounds. 
Another plaque will be mounted 


Baptist Convention expressing the 
appreciation of the convention for 
the use of the bell for the year. 
Dr. Taylor will be the master of 
ceremonies for this presentation, 
and Dr. Vaught will be’on hand to 


pg Mogren ga 
Gandy and Secretary of State 
Ladner have been invited to be 
present. 

For years Mississippi's Liberty 
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A former Mississippian, Grady 
Cothen, presitient of the Sunday 
addresses the con- 


School Board, 
vention. 


vue, Memphis, leads the pastors’ 


conference. Carl Bates, speaks. 


SBC Resolutions 


Convention Speaks On Freedom, Moral Issues 


NORFOLK, June 17 — The Sou- 


for Life, Inc. Holbrook would man being” and that the Conven- 


action sev- 
B. held to have deleted the statements oh the tion reject “any suggestion that 
gene 50g: Orance «role of government and the right Southern Baptists should become resolutions submitted 
its stand of therapeutic abortion earlier in the Con- 
of expectant mothers tothe full political activists in support pomctrer sort 
here Thursday after debating 
range of medical services. ‘oan 
the issue at three business ses- “The ‘limited role of govern- 
sions. F ment’ implies abortion is a mat-- * eee 
Messengers defeated two eS ee eee oie na of public pdartnn 
amendmen aned brook Ne " range week 
whee hiag net medical services’ is just a code tion committee’s version. - from the pulpit, réck music on 
the anti-abortion view, then  f- ” ° lu- Southern Baptist Radio and Tele- 
word for abortion on demand,” he The Convention's first ~ reso! aad 
firmed the “limited role of gov- sageq tim on homosexuality also drew prem parm eee sie t gine oo 
ernment” in abortion matters and =~ Holbrook had authored one of cmnsiderable debate before it was Baptist encampment legal 
supported “‘the right of expectant 4 number of resolutions on abor- aiopted with a minor amend- ee re oe 
mothers to the full range or medi- tion presented to the Conve n- — committee neon 
cal services and personal coun- tion’s resolutions committee. The poe in the New 
seling for the preservation of life committee chairman, - Andrew pore! 
and health.” ~ Tampling of Birmingham, Ala., ak sana are widening | 
The resolution Thursday said, said almost half of the resolutions : / 


“The practice of abortion ior 
selfish non-therapeutic reasons on- 
ly destroys fetal life, dulls our 
society’s moral sensitivity, and 


presented to the committee con- 
cerned abortion. 

In support of the resolution Ja- 
mes E. Wood, Jr., executive di- 
rector - treasurer of the SBC 


it “affirms our deep and abiding 
concern for the problem of abor - 
tion, and recognizes changes in 
the practice of medicine.” W o o d 
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The Baptist Record 


OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE MISSISSIPP! BAPTIST CONVEN TION 


’ 


EDITORIAL 


Baptists And American Liberty 


In a message on ‘Baptists and 
Religious Liberty’’ delivered on the 
steps of the Capitol in Washington, 
during the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention session of 1920, the sainted 
Baptist preacher, Dr. rge W. 
Truett, said, 

Years ago, at a notable dinner in 
London, that world-famed states- 
man, John Bright, asked an Ameri- 
can statesman, himself a Baptist, 
the noble Dr. John L. Curry, ‘What 
distinct contribution has your 
America made to the science of 
government?’ To that question Dr. 
Curry replied: ‘The doctrine of re- 
ligious liberty.’ After a moment’s 
reflection, Mr. Bright made the 
worthy reply: ‘It was a. tremendous 
contribution.’ 

Dr. Truett continued: ‘Indeed, 
the supreme contribution of the 
new world to the old is the contribu- 
tion of religious liberty. This is the 
chiefest contribution that America 
has made tc civilization. And his- 


true liberty, equal 
liberty’ Rie ing 
these might be 
eaer eve Ge — 
nation. For 200 
~ 00 dh role we 
@ constitution guaranteeing 
liberties any people ever 
Sear 
freedom, which is the base for ail 
Prong tame oe gia 
pp ata 
By: ists! There will be 
it iaenee ke 
Deep seed te do ie rend the bie 
bj the of our nation, 
fete a ae lA 
the which An - 
png hy oe oe 
had such a part in the making our 
land. In those early days Baptists 
were not large in numbers, and 
they did not exercise’ major influ- 
youn Willan’ Wie. Yak they token 
's life. 
t@ write into the American way of 
lite, the richest heritage which can 
come 
freedom of sol sad ie 
Nox Founders 
Not for one moment would we 


nt 
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write of it we must talk of Baptists 
and their place in early American 
life. 
Early Baptists 

There is no historical evidence 
that.we know about that there were 
Baptists on the Mayflower, but it 
was not many ships later that they 
began to arrive. Plymouth and Mas- 
sachusetts were not yet 20 years old 
when enough of them had come, or 
enough people had come to Bap- 
tist positions, to establish the first 
Baptist church on American soil. 
Evidently this was the First Bap- 
tist Church at Providence, Rhode 
Island, founded by Roger Williams 
in 1638, although some historians 
argue that the First Baptist Church, 
Newport, in the same colony, 
formed by Williams’ friend. and as- 


_sociate, John Clarke, actually has 


the longest continuous existence. 
Whichever ‘is correct, a Baptist 
church existed in America, less 
than 20 years after the Pilgrims 
landed, and the Baptist march in 
this land had begun. Early ggowth 
was slow, however, for there were 
opposition to these strange people, 
who demanded soul liberty for all. 
Even after 60 years, by the year 
1700, there were only 14 churches 
and a few hundred members. Those 
churches were scattered through 
the colonies from Maine to South 
Carolina. 

In the first half of the eighteenth 
century rapid Baptist growth be- 
gan. It was in that period that the 
revival called the “Great Awaken- 
under leaders like George 
itefield, Jonathan Edwards and 


' iritual movement, since it 
sp far, wide, and deeply, an ac- 


ceptance of the Ba ideal - of 
heart-felt reli in with that 
“heart-felt ” was the Ba 
tist ideal of “re! liberty for 
men.” : 

During the Great Awakening ma- 
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the gospel of Jesys Christ’ without 
a license, and defended by Patrick 
Henry; John Léland of Virginia, 
who strongly influenced James 
Madison to lead the fight for the 
first amendment to the constitution, 
the amendment which forever guar- 
antees religious,and other liberties 
to all Americans; Isaac Backus, 
Massachusetts Baptist leader, who 
led a drive for his state to support 
religious freedom in the consti- 
tution of the new nation; Henry 
Dunster, first president of Harvard, 
who was fired from his position, 
and driven from/his home, for es- 
pousing Baptist principles; William 
Screven who founded the first Bap- - 
tist Church in the South at Charles- 
ton, S. C., and Shubal Stearns and 
Daniel Marshall who led in estab- 
lishing Baptist werk in North Caro- 
lina. The list. could include other 
Baptists who influenced Washing- 
ton and Jefferson, and tirelessly 
pressed for the principles in which 
they believed. The story is a glo- 
ricus one, an@ must never be al- 
lowed to be lost, 
The Revolution 

When the Revolution came, Bap- 
tists were a part of it. Frank Mead, 
in The Baptists, says, ‘. . the Bap- 
tists had been helping to make the 
Revolution. Some observors (they 
may have been Baptist observors) 
claim that Baptists were loyal to a 
man, that there was not a single 
tory to be found; others admit that 
there were a few, hard to find. Who- 
ever is right, Washington told them 
that they had been ‘uniformly and 
almost unanimously, the firm 
friend of civil liberty, and the 
presevering promoters of our glo- 


rious Revolution.’ . .. When the war 
was over the Baptists couldn’t rec- 
ognize themselves. They were 


dressed up in brand new clothes. 
Before the war they had been 
it 


small, . < 
a 
of as well. as 


or 
_ their ——— into the law of the 
and.” By year 1800.they had 


100,000 members. And they had 
been vital i in making 
America what she was. Moreover, 
their march had just begun, for as 
the nation grew ey grew, and as 
the country spread they ever were 
ere. 
Today 
Today, 200 after the birth 
of the nation, with oth- 
er Americans in God for 
soncgndl He hes given aa. We fuliy 
have and the blessings we have, 
but trom people & samiey eons r 
or 
no creed at all. We do look back 
te on ae to all of thaee he Reve 
ven so much, that we might have 
heritage which is 
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THE BAPTIST 


Sullivan Expresses Bicentennial 


Thanks To The 


Tylertown Church 


First Baptist Church 
Rev. Mel Craft, Pastor 


Feature 


Ministers Win Right 
To Perform Marriages 


RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — Baptists and 


My love for and debt to the Tylertown ether a 


Baptist Church as I knew it in my young- 
er years cannot be exaggerated. 
As an expression of my thanks to the 
to 


well as as : 
y af and such ‘trisfriages, as well as these 
a growing boy and God will never let me 

forget my obligations to you for such a ee ee 

Christian influence. It helped to prepare es be. . .good and v 
Fe P es of 
Velma joins me in expressing her af- oe oe sane See eee 
one = oan Nee opinion was that the best way to have 
; unjust law repealed was to disre- 


Southern Baptist Convention bly proved the astute lawyer correct, ob- 
4 servers noted, although some did not ap- 
A . T, prove of this strategy of ‘‘doing evil that 
a “ egy: SE 
® The 
Leroy Smith in October, 1776, ruled invalid every act 
I read with a great sense of peace in maintaining any opinions in matters 
tn tae SE tate 08 > Gee of religion. . .or which prescribes pun- 
glory of our brother Leroy Smith. I am ‘shments for the same. Ba 
just one of a multitude of people that Sn ee Se eet 5 oe 
ae ey Oe eee ree ‘ee that anyhow be. pel = ae 
” tribute to maintenance a church 
5 ee Oe when whieh thelr comacionse 
during the 
remember 
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the Good Samaritan 
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High Court Approves Aid 


(Continued from page 1) 
test for such aid programs. 

Blackmun, who wrote’ thé 
court’s opinion, argued that a 
“hermetic separation” of church 
and state is impossible. He went 
on to point out that in previous 
decisions, the court has held that 
providing transportation and text- 
books for students attending 
parochial schools are constitu- 
tional. 

Blackmun held that the Mary- 
land law does not have the “pri- 
mary effect’ of advancing re- 
ligion and that “excessive govern- 
ment entahglement with religion” 
has not been proven in its ad- 
ministration by state officials. 

Regarding the “primary effect"’ 
question, Blackmun said that none 
of the four colleges receives funds 
from nor reports to the Roman 
Catholic Church, that religious in- 
doctrination is not a primary pur- 
pose, that courses in religion and 
theology comprise only a small 
part of the curriculum, and that 
faculty hiring and student re- 
cruitment programs are not 
based on religious tests. 

Blackmum also held while there 
is ‘“‘no exact science in gauging” 
the “excessive entanglement’’ 
question, the Maryland program 
contains the necessary safeguards 
to insure against it. 

He also pointed to the “es- 
sentially secular educational 
functions’’ of the four schools in 

> contrast to the religious character 


of parochial elementary and 
secondary schools. 

Blackmum said further that the 
fact that the state appropriation 
is an annual one ‘‘does not neces- 
sarily” mean that excessive en- 
tanglement results. 

Referring to yet another test ap- 
plied in previous decisions, 
Blackmun stated that ‘‘political 
divisiveness’ over the question of 
state aid to sectarian institutions 
is less in the case of a coilege 
than in that of an elementary or 
secondary school. 

While agreeing with Blackmun’s 
position upholding the Maryland 
plan, Justices White and Rehn- 
quist stated in a separate opinion 
that the court need not bother 
with the ‘excessive entangle- 
ment” question. White, who has 
repeatedly objected to that por- 
tion of the Lemon test, wrote. that 
all the court needs to establish is 
the secular nature of the program 
at stake and to ascertain that its 
primary effect is not to advance 
religion. 

On the other side, three dissent- 
ing opinions were filed. Speaking 
for himself and Justice Thurgood 
Marshall, William J. Brennan Jr. 
objected to the “payment of gen- 
eral subsidies to religious institu- 
tions from public funds.’”’ Citing 
an earlier opinion he wrote in 
1963, Brennan said that such sub- 
sidies “tend to promote that type 
of interdependence between reli- 
gion and state which the First 


HobbsOnBHToTakeA 
VerbalLook At America 


Dr. Herschel 'H. Hobbs will take 
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our nation is to the modern world 
what Palestine, Israel’s prepared 
home, was to the ancient world.” 

In the July 18 sermon Hobbs 
speaks of the symbolic truths 
evidenced by the crack in the 
Liberty Bell. 


not all of its people are really 
free,”’ he says. ‘Politically, yes, 
but in the broader reaches of life, 
no. 
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portunity of all times challenges 
us. 11 Chronicles 7:14 invites 
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Trinity (Monroe) 
Burns Note 


Trinity Church, Monroe County, 


Amendment was designed to pre- 
vent."" 

Brennan, the court's senior 
member, stated further that “the 
discreet interests of government 
and religion are mutually best 
served when each avoids too close 
@ proximity to the other.” 

Justice Potter Stewart, in a sep- 
arate dissent, objected to the fact 
that all four sectarian colleges 
receiving the aid require compul- 
sory religion ‘courses which may 
or may not include efforts to 
proselytize. He insisted that such 
courses ought to be taught as an 
“academic discipline.’’ 

The high court’s newest mem- 
ber, John Paul Stevens, also dis- - 
sented saying that state subsidies -~ 
carry with them the “pernicious 
tendency. .to tempt religious 
schools to compromise their reli- 
gious mission.” 

Only twice before has the Su- 
preme Court dealt with aid to 
high education. In 1971 it held that 
federal construction grants for 
church related colleges are per- 
missible if they are used for pure- 


A Distinguished Service Award was presented to Dr. Joe Odle, 
left, retiring editor of the Baptist Record, by Dr. Porter Routh, exec- 
utive Secretary-treasurer of the SBC Executive Committe, during an 
Executive Committee meeting in Norfolk. It read, ‘‘Distinguished Serv- 
lee Award to Joe T. Odle, Pastor, Editor; Leader, SBC Executive 


nue bonds may be issued for con- 
struction of secular facilities on © 


RUTLEDGE HONORED BY WMU—Arthur B. Rutledge, retiring 
December 31, 1976_as executive director-treasurer of the Home Mis- 
sion Board, was honored at the annual meeting of the Woman's 


Meager Meal At Grenada 
Emphasizes World Hunger 
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“Celebration 6” To Be Ate 
Jackson’s Coliseum July-4- 


By Alex McKeigney, Jackson 

Central Mississippi area _ resi- 
dents will have a_ special op- 
portunity to express their faith in 
. and loye for ‘‘God and Country”’ 

_in a great program of praise and 
worship on Sunday afternoon, July 
4, at 2:30 in the Mississippi Colise- 
um, Jackson. 

Ministers and choir members 
from seventeen churches are par- 
ticipating in the program, called 
“Celebration '76’’, which will fea- 
ture a wide variety of religious 
and patriotic music and a special 
Indeperidence Day message en- 
titled “A Declaration of Depend- 
ence’? by Franklin D. Pollard, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Jackson. 

(This will be one of a number of 
observations by churches in Mis- 
sissippi of the nation’s 200th birth- 
day on July 4.) , 

Dean Wilder and Robert Hale, 
a nationally known singing duo, 
will present a concert of sacred 
and patriotic music as part of the 
July 4th spectacular. They will ap- 
pear in Mobile and Birmingham 
on the fourth, in addition to their 
Jackson appearance. Hailed 
nationwide as concert, opera and 
recording stars this well-known 
duet has thrilled hundreds of 
thousands of Americans with in- 
spiring performances. 

Pollard is a graduate of Texas 
A. & M. University and South- 

- western Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary. He came to Jackson after 
several pastorates in Texas end 
is in wide demand throughout the 
country for. religious events and 
as an after-dinner speaker. 

A patriotic reading, “The 
Ragged Old Flag,” will be given 
by Paul Ott. He is one of the na- 
tion’s best known conservation- 
ists, is a recording star, a nation- 
ally known voice on conservation 


Douglas Hudgins,.emeritus pastor 
First Baptist Church, Old Testa- 
ment Reading; the Reverend Clay 
F. Lee, senior pastor Galloway 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church, New Testament Reading; 
Dr. Donald B. Patterson, pastor 
First Presbyterian Church, offer- 
tory prayer. 

Dr. T. B. Brown, pastor of 
Mount Helm Baptist Church, will 
lead a special prayer; and the 
Reverend David A. McIntosh, pas- 
tor of Christ United Methodist 
Church, will sing an original se- 
lection, ‘‘Mississippi—I’m Your 
Son.”’ 

Participants in the massed choir 
are from fifteen churches, with 
churches and ministers of music 
being as follows: Colonial Heights 
Baptist, Don Bennett; Briarwood 
Baptist, Tom Byrd; Forest Hil! 
Baptist, Walter Campbell; Gallo- 
way Memorial United Methodist, 


Campers To Light Fires 


In Bicentennial Celebration 


RIDGECREST, N. C. — More 
than a hundred girls here are 
making plans to start a fire on 
thé night of America’s Bicenten- 
nial celebration. 

And that fire will be only one of 
hundreds of fires that will light 
the sky across America July 
4th. 

The girls are campers and staf- 
fers at Camp Crestridge for Girls, 
located on the 1,900-acre grounds 
of Ridgecrest Baptist Conference 
Center. : 


At least 25 Attala County chur- 
ches, representing five denomina- 
tions, will be engaged in a United 
Spiritual Crusade on July 4 - 11. 
Rev. Eddie Martin of Lgncaster, 
PA. will be evangelist, and R. L. 
and Beth Sigrest-of Yazoo City 
will direct the music. Eighteen 
Attala Baptist churches have vot- 


~ to the wood at 10 p.m. nationwide. 


Attala County 
Sponsor Martin Crusade 


Jim King; Bailey Avenue Church 
of God, Billy Chalk; Alta Woods 
Methodist, Walter Turner; Broad. 
moor Baptist; J. M. Wood. 


Ridgecrest Baptist, David 
Worthington; First Baptist of 
Madison, Bill Clark; Oak Forest. 
Baptist, Jerry Talley; Southside 
Assembly of God, Herb Wright; 
Mount Helm Baptist, Calvin 
Thomas; First Baptist of Jackson, 
Larry Black; First Presbyterian, 
Henry Ford; First Methodist, 
Florence; O. E. Perry. ; 


Crafts displays and a puppet 
show will be presented in various 
Coliseum locations preceding the 
program. 


rr epeepermmnety 


f 2 ae 
Congress shall make no law re- As the nation celebrates its 
specting an establishment of reli- gious groups are reviewing their 
gion, or prohibiting the free exer- 4 
cise thereof — Constitution of the 
United States. 


> 


The campfire will be a part of 
the camp’s participation in a uni- 
que Bicentennial event encourag- : 
ed by the American Camping As- _ 
sociation and Christian Camping 
International. ; 


According to Camp Crestridge 
director Arvine Bell, members of 
the ACA and CCI will combine 
efforts in the coast to coast fire- 
lighting celebration. 


Matches will be struck and put 


Hale And Wilder 
To Give Concert 


Churches To = Linton 


Robert Hale, leading bass-bari- 
tone with the New York City 
Opera Company, and Dean Wild- 
Noonday services will be held ¢: director of vocal studies at 


. 3 William Jewell College; Liberty, 
from 12:00-12:50 at First United M who cite ul x 


at 7:30 at the’ Kosciusko Football 


oa in sacred (secular) concert she 
‘ was a 


In addition to their individual 
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CELEBRATION '76 PROGRAM AT 2:30 P.M. 
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Bicentennial, reli- 


Pre Het. Seen 


the American experience. (RNS Photo by Vernon 
Sigl) 


contributions to 


Quitman To Celebrate 
July 4 At Reservoir 


First Church, Quitman is planning a Bicentennial Celebration for 
Sunday, July~4, at the Archusa Water Park Reservoir. Services will 
begin at ‘1:45 a.m. with a presentation of the Sunday School theme 
drama form. ‘ 

The worship hour will feature special music, pageantry, a flag 
ceremony, and a patriotic message by the pastor, Ed North. Follow- 
ing the lakeside worship experience, a picnic lunch will be spread. 

Friends and former members are extended a warfn welcome to 
share in this unique celebration. In the event of inclement weather 
the same schedule will be observed in the church facilities. 


Susie And Mark Lott To Be Guests 
At Main Street Celebration July 4 


A Bicentennial joint Sunday 
School will be held at Main Street 
Church of Hattiesburg on Sunday, 
July 4. Grades 4 - Adult 6 will 
gather at 9:30 a.m.. and ages 3 - 
grade 3 will meet at 10:15 a.m. 

Susie and Mark Lott will be the 
special guests. Susie is the daugh- 
ter of Rev. and Mrs. Al Fairchild 
of Moselle. She attended Jones 


ame a 
ventriloquist. Susie took her doll, 
Twinkle, to M.S.C.W. and “gave 


him voice lessons.”’ In 1973 and 
1974, Susie went to India with her 


Carrollton To Celebrate On July 4 


As part of the national bicentennial celebration, Carrollton Church: 


observe e 
Homecoming on July 4..Dr. Louis White, Blue Cake 
Scholle, interim pastor, will bring ae en 
the 11 a.m. message. An old-fash- celebrate e 
centennial sermon, a song service, 
toned ptoule bench WH be carved. -. co a atthe emnis At te 
At 2 p.m. those present will’ latter, they will serve Bicenten- 
meet in the new Family Life ee en ap Soe 
Building for the dedication serv- . 
There will be an afternoon 
ice of the building. Harold An- 
ayn oe imarintou ene 
missions, will deliver the dedica- 
tion sermon. 
have their 1976 
ice. Rev, Bill 
er, isa 
the 
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Sunday School Lesson: International For July 11 
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Living The New Life 


By W. J. Fallis 
Matthew 16:24-26; 19:16-30; 
2 Corinthians 6:14 to 7:1; 
Colossians 2:16-23 
For three Sundays in this mon- 
th we are studying some demands 
on the church as revealed in the. 
Bible. Today it is the demand that 
believers live the new life. The 
‘“‘new life’’ is fresh, stimulating, 
and demanding. Mature loyalty to 
Chrisi is more important than 
petty rules. 


The Lesson Explained 


This story has appealed to many 
Christians, perhaps because most 
of them are not rich, and they 
feel sorry for the young man. He 
asked Jesus what good deed he 
should do to have eternal life. 
Jesus tried ‘to focus his attention 
on God as the source of all good 
and then reminded him of God’s 
commandments, When Jesus spe- 
‘cified five of them and added the 
one from Leviticus 19:18, the 
young man said he had always 
obeyed them. But he was still not 
satisfied; perhaps he was expect- 
ing Jesus to state some challeng- 
ing new discipline he ould mas- 
ter. 


What Jesus finally said was 
more than the rich young man 
could accept. He could not be 
faulted for his morality, but Jesus 
confronted him with the essential 
-demand of goodness. Giving his 
wealth to the poor was a way to 
get rid of it; the important thing 
was renouncing his dependance on 
and loyalty to his wealth and 
making a full commitment to God. 
In that way he could be perfect, 
or “go the whole way” (NEB). 
Living the new life described by 
Jesus was much more than chey- 
ing laws. It was discarding any 
other loyalty in order to give 
first place to God. Evidently, the 


young man was possessed by his 
possessions because “he went 
away sorrowful.”’ 


After watching the young man 
walk away, Jesus turned to his 
disciples and said, “It is almost 
impossible for a rich man to get 
into the Kingdom _ of Heaven" 
(TLB). He did not mean that 
entrance requirements were stif- 
fer for rich people, but it was 
harder for them to express the 
childlike faith and commitment 
which God requires in his realm. 
The question of his disciples re- 
that wrath was a sign of God's 
favor. Thus, they thought that 
a rich person was assured of @ 
place in the kingdom. Jesus said 
that God is well able to admit 
anyone he chooses into the king- 
dom. 


For July 18 


Peter followed up on the prin - 


ciple Jesus stated in verse 21. If 


the rich man could gain heaven 
by giving up all he had and follow- 
ing Jesus, what could the disciples 
expect who had done the same 
thing? He was a bargainer, too. 
Jesus answered patiently. In the 
new world or age (better than 


“regeneration”) his twleve fol- 
lowers would share authority over 
the whole of Israel. Verses 28-29 
are probably not to be taken lit- 
erally but as the solemn assurance 
of Jesus that God will reward ev- 
ery risk that his followers take in 
his name. In fact, the repayment 
will be a hundred times in value 
besides receiving eternal life. God 
will insist on doing it his way; 
no one can predict who will be 
first or last. 


Discerning Truth And Error 


Matthew 7:15-29; 1 John 4:1-12 


it be able to tell the difference be- 
tween truth and error, Churches 
in New Testament times faced 
that problem, and it is still with 
us today. Especially in the Middle 
Ages was the organized church 
misguided at this point. 

John’s .warning about false pro- 
phets was based on Jesus’ co n- 
cern about the same thing. In his 
picturesque speech Jesus describ- 
ed them as wolves disguised as 
sheep. They would get into the 
fellowship without arousing any 


“suspicions; even their speech 


might seem harmless. So how 
could they be detected? By their 
fruits, of course. 

Earlier in this epistle (2:18-27) 
John had warned his readers 


tations. 
John reassures his readers in 
verses 4-6. Because the 


iit 
i 


| 
i 
eg 
I 


: 


i 
t 

1 
ik 


7EE 
¥ 
iH 


ii 
i 
/ 


aS 
g 
: 
a 
£ 


Sunday School Lesson: Life And Work For July 11 And July 18 
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Prayer Lift 
For. Pastors: 


July 4-10 


Monroe 

taly 4 

Norman Reese, Gregory Chapel 
Charlies Ellis, Hamilton 
Tommy Whaley, Liberty 

Earl Ezell, Meadowood. 


Harvey Scott, New Prospects 
Hubert Tackett, Prairie . 
?P. H. Edwards, Quincy 

Enos Cross, Rocky Springs 
Detroy Bobbit, Smithville 
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in Yazoo City. 
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Calvary Church, Columb- 
us, honored their pastor, 
Rev. Jerry W. Stevens, with a re- 
ception on Sunday, June 6. The 
reception and a love gift of mon- 
ey were in honor of the anniver- 
sary of his first year of service. 


i 


Joel Haire, pastor of First, 
West Point, was the subject 
of a feature article in a recent 
issue of the Golumbus Dis- 
patch. He was featured as an 


. “Area Personality.” The son 


of a Baptist pastor, he has 
been pastor in the state for 20 
years and at West Point for 
seven years. 


Douglas Matthew * (Matt) 
Buckies, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Billy Buckles of Roxie, was 
ordained to the gospel minis- 
try May 23 at Elmo Church 
(Jefferson), Rev. Paul E. Rob- 
ertson, former pastor, deliv- 
ered the message. Mr. Buckles 
is now pastor of Hamburg 
Church. He plans to study at 
Mississippi College this fall. 
Rev. David L. Brooks is the 
Elmo pastor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Edward . B. 
Trott, missionaries to Brazil, 
have arrived in the States for 
furlough (ddress: c-o First 
Baptist Church, Clinton, Ms. 


Youngers Creek Church, 
called Barry Dennis as pastor. 


Higa 


Martha Nelson, Pe 


lahatehie, recently worked with Royal 


Service writers to study implementation of plans for the ;1977- 
78 Baptist Women curriculum. (Left to right) Ruth Miller, 
Marietta, Georgia; Laurella Owens, editor; Mrs. Nelson; and 
Betty Swadley, Springfield, Missouri, attended the confer- 
ence held at WMU headquarters, Birmingham, Alabama. 


First Church of Long Beach 
has called Rev. Al Fike, a 


senior at Wiliiam Carey 


Swimmer recently moved to 
Ripley, where Mr. Swimmer 
has accepted the call as min- 
ister of music and youth at 
First Baptist Church. The 
Swimmers moved from Iuka 
Church, w he served in 
this same ‘position for 5% 
years. First’Church, Ripley, 
welcomed Mr. and Mrs. 
Swimmer witha recep- 
tion on May 23. 

sippi native, has been called 
as pastor to the Ninth Street 
Baptist Church, 3033 9th St., 
Muskegon Heights, Michigan. 


Son of Mr. and Mrs. A. E. . 


Hutcheson of Saltillo, he com- 
pleted his undergraduate 
study at Mississippi College. 
He has just received the Mas- 
ter of Divinity degree from 
Midwestern Seminary, Kansas 


Revival Dates 


Georgetown Church: July $11; 
Dr. James C. Taylor, Mississippi 
native, professor of preaching at 
New Orleans Seminary, evangel- 
ist; Dr. Genter L. Stephens, pro- 
fessor of church music education 
and voice at New Orleans Semi- 


nary, music director; every eve- 
ning at 7:30; Tues.-Fri. at 7 a.m.; 
John Engle, pastor. 


Rehobeth Church (Rankin): 
Highway 43, north of Pelahatchie; 
July 11-16; Rev. Henry Bennett, 
evangelist; Dan Guest, singer; 
services 7:30 p.m.; dinner at noon 
on Sunday. 


Devotional 


Bethel (Jones): July 49; Ron 
Mitchell, B. S. U. director, Jones 
County Jr. College, ‘ evangelist; 
Danny Shows, personnel director, 
Ellisville State School and mem- 
ber of The Professors singing 
group, music director; Jimmy 
Collins, pastor; Sunday at 11 a.m. 
and 1:30 p.m., with dinner on the 
grounds; Monday - Friday 7:30 


p.m. 


Gore Springs (Grenada): July 
11-16; Danny Chaney, pastor, Sal- 
lis (Attala), evangelist; Bradford 
Hodges, music director, K i1- 
michael, music evangelist; serv- 
ices at 11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.; 
Michael Hunt, pastor. 


Gifts We Can Give To Our Nation 


By Roy Myers, Pastor, Mt. Zion, Independence 
Luke 20:19-26 

I am proud to be an American. America has been good to me. 
I could count a large number of gifts that she has given to me. The 
gifts of freedom, the gift of an education, the gift of opportunities, 
: and the gift of the freedom of worship are just a 
few of the many that I could name. The question 
I ask is, “What are some gifts that I can give my 
? country on her 200TH birthday?” It seems, only ap- 
propriate that we try to give her some gifts on her 


birthday. 


+ We can give America our prayers‘ The word of 
God encourages us to pray for our leaders and for 
one another. Prayer will bind us together in a great 
love and devotion to the cause for which this coun- 
try was founded. Hebrews 13:7 tells us to, ‘““Remem- 
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Unquenchable Faith 


On the Fourth of 
its 
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